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The Fenton Community Orchestra was founded in August 2010 by three Fenton residents who
wanted the opportunity to play in a multi-generational orchestra. Now in its sixteenth season,
the FCO organization has more than 130 orchestra members including a full orchestra and a
string orchestra for novice players. The orchestras perform to thousands of audience members
every year. FCO is a regional organization with musicians from Fenton, Lake Fenton, Linden,
Grand Blanc, Holly, Bancroft, Brighton, Burton, Clarkston, Clio, Columbiaville, Commerce Twp.,
Corunna, Davisburg, Davison, Durand, Farmington Hills, Freeland, Flint, Flushing, Goodrich,
Grand Blanc, Hartland, Howell, Lake Orion, Lennon, Owosso, Perry, Pleasant Ridge, Rochester
Hills, Saginaw, Shelby Twp., South Lyon, St. Johns, Swartz Creek, Vassar and other communities.
Since the inception of the FCO, more than 375 musicians have performed with its ensembles.

HISTORIC HIGHLIGHTS

. Since its founding in 2010, the FCO
organization has grown from 30
musicians to over 130 members
whose ages span 13 to 90.

. In the past 15 years, over
46,000 community members
enjoyed FCO offerings
through concerts,
events and activities.

. In 2023, the FCO served
as the demo orchestra
for conductor Andy
Perkins’ educational
session at the Michigan
Music Conference.

. In 2024, the FCO performed
at the Capitol Theater in Flint
as part of the Flint Institute of
Music’s Around Town concert series.

SEASON 15 SUMMARY

In Season 15, the FCO was excited to reinstate
our Music in the Schools program at two local
elementary schools. The FCO performed,
demonstrated instruments, and answered
questions to inspire these youths to play an
instrument in the future. Also, by partnering
with the Michigan Arts and Culture Council, FCO
provided a grant for the Vibrant Violins program

at World of Wonder pre-school in Fenton. All
of the W.O.W. littles were exposed to playing
the violin for several weeks, and some chose to

continue afterward for a more robust experience.

The FCO continued to provide opportunities for
80+ musicians and community members
to engage in the arts through musical
involvement. Our maestro Andrew
David Perkins (an internationally
acclaimed composer) led the
FCO to perform for audiences
of more than 1,500 attendees
between our December &
April concerts held at Fenton
High School. This season we
piloted a change to Saturday
matinee performances, to
the great appreciation of local
seniors, families with young
children, and other community
members. Over 50 less experienced string
players (many of them creatively aging) had
the opportunity to develop their musicianship
through Simply Strings, Summer Strings and
Saturday Strings. These ensembles provided a
relaxed environment in which to further their
skills in a group environment under the tutelage
of string pedagogue Jane Ball. In addition,
our FCO string players served as mentors to
our novice musicians while reinforcing their
technical skills. The FCO also participated in
local community events such as the Fenton
Expo, nursing home performances, and the
Saginaw Strings concert with children in March.

a Community Orchestra under

FCO STRATEGIC PILLARS

Creating Opportunities
for Musicians to participate in by sharing the Orchestra
experience and performing

arts with all citizens.

MISSION

The Fenton Community Orchestra provides a place for musicians of all

of the organization

qualified artistic leadership. and its mission.

ages to connect through music and offers uplifting, educational, and
entertaining programs, both for our members and our audiences.

The FCO is a 501c3 non-profit organization and donations
are tax deductible (Tax ID: 27-3332801).

CONTACT US:
P.O. Box 73, Fenton, Ml 48430 - (810) 390-5020
FentonCommunityOrchestra@gmail.com « FentonOrchestra.org

Engaging Stakeholders
to advance the sustainability
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE FENTON COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025 | s
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THANK YOU to our supporters for enabling the FCO to continue providing meaningful musical and educational opportunities for the greater Fenton community. || candia.

CHAIRMAN CIRCLE SPONSORS
($5,000+)

Greater Flint Arts Council

Share Art Genesee Grant Program

Michigan Arts & Culture Council

DIRECTOR CIRCLE

($1,000-$4,999)

Anonymous

Choice One Bank (Season 15 Presenting Sponsor)

Fenton Community Fund/
Community Fund of Greater Flint

Julie Kaufman - Consumers Energy Foundation
Jim & Kathy Kortge

Jerry Kortage

The Laundry Room

Aaron & Gail Osmun

David & Linda Roeser - Marathon Flint Oil Co.
Diane Voges - GM Giving

ALLEGRO CIRCLE
($500-$999)
Choice One Bank (Simply Strings
Season 15 Sponsor)
Gordon Gilliam
Lou & Sue Oleszkiewicz
Fran Steward
Stephanie & Mike Surface - Fidelity Charitable

ANDANTE CIRCLE
($250-$499)
Karen & Larry Eichler
Daniel & Christine Elsholz
Paul & Sue McEwen
Fenton’s Open Book (Business Council Sponsor)
University of Michigan - Flint
(Summer Strings Sponsor)
James & Donna Sens
Mike & Kirsten Tesner

LARGO CIRCLE SPONSORS
($50-$249)

William & Beth Atkinson
Behind Your Design

Tetyana Clarke

Eric Crimmins & Brian Gardner
David Dipka

Fenton Methodist Men’s Club
Barry & JoAnne Green

George Hameline

Slater & Kirsten Hawes

Jeff & Keri Jaggers

George & Lynn Karidis
Cheryl & Chas Kopplin
Amy & Jeffery Luebke - In
honor of Jim Kortge
Charles & Bonnie McArthur
James McEwan
Helen Carmella Murray
Patrick & Patti O’Sullivan
Marcia Pavkovich
Mike Pearce - FAPS Board of Education
Progressive Foundation
Carol Raznik - in memory of Jerry Spalding
Serra Ford
Jill Sansom
Kenneth & Christina Schuette
Mary Beth Seaward - in memory
of Neil Seaward
Laurie Stiers
Irene Suska
Tim & Kathleen Szczepanski
Charles & Johanne Tindall
Roger & Alice Wiles
Lois Yankey

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

City of Fenton: DDA & Arts &
Culture Commission

Fenton Area Public Schools

Fenton High School Bands

Fenton Village Players

Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church

Transfiguration Lutheran Church

SEASON 15 PRESENTING
SPONSORS

Marathon Flint Oil Company

Choice One Bank

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Simply Strings Sponsor - Choice One Bank
Summer Strings Sponsor -
University of Michigan - Flint
Business Council Sponsor -
Fenton’s Open Book

ASSOCIATIONS
American Society of Composers
and Publishers (ASCAP)
Fenton & Linden Regional
Chamber of Commerce
League of American Orchestras
Michigan Nonprofit Association

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Kathleen Kortge

Vice President
Annie Anglim

Treasurer
Ashleigh Philburn

Secretary
Gail Osmun

Directors:

Carl Pearson
Lynette Winegarner
Ricky Phillippi
Anthony Rossi
Izabella Schlussel
Laurie Stiers
Patricia Valentine

Music Directors
Andrew David Perkins - Full Orchestra
Jane Ball - Simply Strings
Staff
Eric Crimmins, Operations Manager

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

Revenue: $91,677.00
Earned

B Investment
Contributed

— 19%
/ — 3%
— 78%

Expenses: $102,029.00
M Program
B Management & General
B Fundraising

— 5%
— 7%

THE FCO IS GRATEFUL
TO THJE FOLLOWING
GRANTS AND SPONSORS
FOR SUPPORTING
OUR I5TH SEASON:

Communi

Foundatio’ﬁy

Greater Flint
R

— 88%

FENTON'S
OPEN Book
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FCO programs are sponsored by the Greater Flint Arts Council Share Art
Genesee Grant Program made possible by the Genesee County Arts Education
and Cultural Enrichment Millage funds. Your tax dollars are at work!



